RFPD – Annual General Meeting: Tuesday, June 17, 2008 (11:30am-2pm)

Chairman’s Report (Salem Mashhour)
Good Morning!  I welcome you to the Rotarian Action Group for Population Growth and Sustainable Development’s Annual General Meeting.  

Thank you for joining us today.

RFPD is committed to educating the 1.2 million Rotarians around the world on Population Issues.  This we do through Population-based Matching Grant Projects that include reproductive health, child spacing, literacy, women’s empowerment and HIV/AIDS.   Our projects meet the needs of communities in developing countries and are specifically tuned toward the cultural and religious sensitivities of each region where they occur.

We are the largest of Rotary’s Rotarian Action Groups (RAG’s). Our membership has grown to 20,000, and we now have over 100 leaders in our organization that make up our Area Coordinators, Country Chairs and Zone Coordinators.  These leaders represent 75 countries around the world.

RFPD’s key strategies are to: 1) Put population in balance with its resources; 2) Create healthy, happy families; 3) Initiate, support and co-fund Matching Grant projects through The Rotary Foundation (TRF); and 4) Advocate on Population Issues.  The funds we raise go to projects that specifically address population issues.  Projects initiated and supported by RFPD include family planning, reproductive and maternal health, child spacing, responsible parenthood, vocational training, literacy, and micro-credit.
RFPD continues to gain funds from other sources, works with NGO’s and initiates and implements projects that directly address population issues.

The project “Improvement of Mother’s Health” is a successful project initiated and co-funded by the RFPD German section and runs in the states of Kaduna and Kano, Nigeria.  The project targets five million women ages 11 to 45 and provides: 1) Medical equipment for clinics and training for rural health care workers; 2) Training of physicians and mid-wives; 3) Voluntary reproductive health information, family planning and child spacing; and 4) Improves communications and transportation for pregnant women in rural areas to get to the nearest hospital.  It is a comprehensive approach to reducing infant and maternal mortality.  

The Saheli Centers were established in 2003 with four pilot project centers.  Today, there are 24 centers, in northern India, with more seeking sponsorship for Matching Grants.  The Saheli Centers include vocational training and literacy for women and girls, and reproductive health.  These centers have gained excitement and attention from many clubs around the world. RFPD is now working with Rotarians to develop Saheli centers in Bangladesh and Mali.  To date, these centers have served 3,000 women.

The Zero Adolescent Pregnancy (ZAP) program is geared toward reducing Infant and Maternal Mortality through the prevention of teenage and other unintended pregnancies.  The program teaches reproductive health, self-esteem and life skills.  ZAP Programs are currently running throughout the Americas, and are very successful. 
A Mosquito Net project has been initiated and sponsored by the German section and   in Nigeria.  Over 6,000 nets have been distributed to mothers and children in hospitals and villages.
As Rotarians concerned about population concerns, I encourage you to take action.

· Share RFPD’s information with other Rotarians.  Ask them to become a member, annual donor, or volunteer.  

· Lead your club or district in sponsorship of a RFPD population-based Matching Grant project.  You will find a variety of project opportunities on our website at www.rifpd.org. Once you select a project, contact our office and we will send the Matching Grant application to you. 

· Present a club program on the population issue to your Rotary club or district.  The club presentation is available on CD and a 20-minute club presentation DVD is available on the Indian Saheli Women’s Centers.  
RFPD is committed to reducing Infant and Maternal mortality, increasing literacy, educating women on reproductive health, child spacing, responsible parenthood and providing healthcare to mothers.  

RFPD looks forward to the new Rotary year.  We stand by the agenda of DK Lee and are committed to taking action and making dreams real. 
