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Introduction

Every year Rotarian Action Groups submit a repbdativities and finances to Rotary Internatiorfdlese
annual reports summarize membership statisticsrdachational humanitarian service activities coetgdl.
The following report provides an overview of thenw®otarian Action Groups are doing to further @igect

of Rotary worldwide.
Additional information about Rotarian Action Grougen be found online@yww.rotary.org/actiongroups
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Action Groups at a Glance

Since Rotarian Action Groups were created by thBdrd of Directors in 2005, their popularity angpact
have grown around the world. The following providelsroad look at membership and finances of Rataria
Action Groups in 2008-09.

Membership

In 2008-09, 16 Rotarian Action Groups reported mltimed membership of 23,464 Rotarians, Rotarianisgs
and Rotaractors in more than 100 countries worldwktkcluding the Rotarian Action Group for Populati
Growth & Sustainable Development, which reporteslltigest membership of any group at 18,079 active
members, the average size of Rotarian Action Graaipsound 359 active members. This represents% 3.
increase in the average number of active membpostexl by Rotarian Action Groups in 2007-08.

Finances

Together these groups reported a combined incomearfy US$619,000 from membership dues, grants, an
other charitable contributions. In 2008-09, all boe group asked members to pay either annudketinie
membership dues. The average annual membershivasdt/S$20 and average lifetime membership cost was
US$90. Rotarian Action Groups reported expensesef US$510,000 for international humanitariarvieer
projects and other activities. At year end, RotaAation Groups reported combined net assets af ove
US$553,000.
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Summary of Annual Reports

Rotarians for Fighting AIDS: a Rotarian Action Group
Purpose

To break the silence on AIDS, thereby reducingstiggna and making AIDS a mainstream issue. Ratarfier
Fighting AIDS (RFFA) works on HIV/AIDS education @prevention, with a particular focus on developing
and implementing community support efforts for aps and vulnerable children.

Membership

In 2008-09, RFFA reported 577 active members ic@mtries.
Annual Membership Dues: US$25

Lifetime Membership Dues: US$100

I nternational Service Projects and Activities

In 2008-09 RFFA continued to support major HIV/AlP&jects in Africa and partnerships with HOPE
Worldwide and the African Network for Children Ogpted and At Risk (ANCHOR). RFFA developed new
partnerships with The Coca-Cola Africa Foundatiod @&he U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDSeRel
(PEPFAR).

RFFA has focused largely on two programs to hefypstt the ANCHOR children: Orphan Rescue and Kidz
Clubs. Orphan Rescue helps put vulnerable childesk in school and pays for their school fees hohof,
sports equipment, nutritional support and mosquétis. To date, RFFA has raised $450,000 ($140r00®
second half of 2008-09) for Orphan Rescue and gaghRFFA'’s publicity has increased the program’s
funding.

The Kidz Club program is beginning to build capwatitis year, primarily because of the HOPE Kenyaleho
This program is managed by Rotary Community CoR3{s), which consist of young adults from local
Kenyan communities who are mentored by a Rotarly ahd trained in psychosocial support and
entrepreneurship skills. This program has prowedpeta sustainable answer to child developmentgaduhg
children’s needs with life skills training, physigaotection, nutritional support and other resestc

Since the ANCHOR program’s 2005 inception, 102,6fthans and vulnerable children in Africa have
received care, support and education.

RFFA also works to mobilize Rotary clubs and degrinto action through communication. It has zhed a
new website, sent newsletters, developed a stdgoyiand participated in conferences and the 2009 R
Convention in Birmingham.

Contact | nformation

Chair: Marion Bunch
E-mail; marion@rffa.org
Website: www.rffa.org
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Rotarian Action Group for Blindness Prevention
Purpose

To bring together, in fellowship and service, Ratas, spouses and Rotaractors who have an actereshin
the prevention of blindness and the promotion &f legalth and vision worldwide. Provide both afplah and
a forum to discuss ideas and develop appropriaiparative programs to further shared goals. Premot
international understanding and peace through campagpose and efforts.

Membership

In 2008-09, Rotarian Action Group for Blindness\rgtion (RAGBP) reported 227 active members in 39
countries.

Annual Membership Dues: None
Lifetime Membership Dues: US$100
I nternational Service Projects and Activities

RAGBP conducted numerous eye care projects arduendorid. Some of these projects were completeil wi
the help of 35 grants from The Blindness Prevenilonor Advised Fund, totaling almost $73,000.

RAGBP patrticipated in the 2009 Rl Convention innBimgham, the Vision Expo (West) Tradeshow, the
American Adademy of Ophthalmology Annual Conventiand the Unite for Site Conference.

Contact | nformation

Chair: Kenneth D. Tuck, M.D.
E-mail: kendtuck@aol.com
Website: www.rag4bp.org

Global Network for Blood Donation, a Rotarian Action Group
Purpose

To develop an international network of Rotariand Rotaractors involved in blood donor projectspires
other clubs and districts to join the endeavor, serde as a forum to share experiences.

Membership

In 2008-09, the Global Network for Blood Donati@niRotarian Action Group (GNBD) reported 920 active
members in 70 countries.

Annual Membership Dues: None
Lifetime Membership Dues. None
I nternational Service Projects and Activities

Throughout Rotary year 2008-09, GNBD expanded twagomnmblood donor projects. The Governors’ Chalkeng
Blood Drive (GCBD) expanded from two to five neigiiimg districts in the U.S. The GCBD'’s originakttict
collected 60,002 blood units. The expansion efodlso underway in Southern Africa. Additionalllye

French project “Mon Sang pour les Autres” (“My Btbtor Others”) has branched further into Frenchagpey
parts of Africa.

GNBD exhibited and held a breakout session at @9 R|1 Convention in Birmingham, which increased
membership by more than 200 members. GNBD has bagupiling a collection of testimonials about lives
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saved by blood donations, which can be presentadwsletters and posters by any Rotary club, distri
organization promoting volunteer blood donation.

The GNBD website has served as the focal poinsti@ring information and experiences about Rotdayee
blood donation projects around the world.

Contact | nformation

Chair: Haagen Peder Cumlet
E-mail: editor@ourblooddrive.org
Website: www.ourblooddrive.org

Rotarian Action Group of Dental Volunteers
Purpose

To provide humanitarian dental service throughbatworld and promote awareness of opportunities for
service in the vocation of dentistry.

Membership

In 2008-09, Rotarian Action Group of Dental Voluere (RAGDV) reported 305 active members in 32
countries.

Annual Membership Dues: US$30
Lifetime Membership Dues. None
I nternational Service Projects and Activities

In 2008-09, RAGDV successfully carried out two @mhissions with Las Pinas Dental Society in the
Philippines. Additional dental missions are planned

RAGDV worked with RFFA to provide dentists for a R project in Africa. Broadcasting the need for
dentists to participate in a RFFA project demornsttéhe impact of collaboration between RAGs. RAGS0
helped facilitate volunteers for an Alliance for i&® project in China. RAGDV has assisted dentisfanding
volunteer opportunities and assisted organizatiofieding volunteers. Currently RAGDV is assigfia dental
group of Rotarians in Florida who are planning thiest dental mission to Panama.

Contact | nformation

Chair: Dr. David J. Fihn
E-mail; fihnd@arvig.net
Website: www.ragdv.org
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Rotarian Action Group for Diabetes
Purpose

To increase awareness and Rotarian Action Groupiretes (RAGD) membership to fight the diabetes
epidemic. RAGD works to educate and help Rotasyridis and clubs mobilize and provide service ulgioa
strong commitment to education, identification, ameétment of diabetes, especially among childnen i
developing countries.

Membership

In 2008-09, RAGD reported 25 active members in@taes.
Annual Membership Dues: US$25

Lifetime Membership Dues. None

I nternational Service Projects and Activities

With RAGD recently recognized by the Rl Board inMdmber 2008, effort was spent to educate and create
awareness throughout Rotary. RAGD exhibited aR0@ Rl Convention in Birmingham. The presidenthef
International Diabetes Federation (IDF), the passident of the American Diabetes Association, ttwed
president of RAGD also presented at a breakoutseasthe Convention. The presentation included
background on the IDF partnership with RAGD andapmities for clubs and districts to participateRAGD
service projects.

Contact | nformation

Chair: C. Wayne Edwards
E-mail: wayne@ragdiabetes.org
Website: www.ragdiabetes.org
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Disaster Relief Rotarian Action Group

Purpose

To provide disaster relief and related responsesitoral disasters.

Membership

In 2008-09, the Disaster Relief Rotarian Action GydDRRAG) reported 433 active members in 45 coesitr
Annual Membership Dues: US$25

Lifetime Membership Dues. None

I nternational Service Projects and Activities

In 2008-09, DRRAG used its web communications paootaelay updates and best practices informatianmg
14 major relief coordination efforts.

DRRAG engaged clubs and districts with a view tpaeding its network and enabling them to parti@pat
the continuum of disaster management.

DRRAG continues to work on standardized traininglaies that would allow clubs to assist in the
development of disaster planning strategies.

Contact | nformation

Chair: John Eberhard
E-mail: eberhard@uwo.ca
Website: www.drrag.org

World Health Fairs, a Rotarian Action Group

Purpose

To collaborate with local Rotary clubs and dissitd build sustainable local health fair programs.
Membership

In 2008-09, World Health Fairs, a Rotarian Actioro@® (WHF) reported 287 active members in 37 coestr
Annual Membership Dues: US$20

Lifetime Membership Dues. None

I nternational Service Projects and Activities

WHF continues to build on current successes, expandew countries, and increase membership.

In September 2008, 25 Health Fair Center leadaveled to Dubna in Western Russia and attendeHitsie
Annual Training Seminar. The first seminar wasugensuccess and lead to plans for a Second Anmaizlifig
Seminar.

Rotarians in Mexico have continued their succedsalth fairs in the Merida area of Cancun, and
Villahermosa, Tabasco; there has also been activiBelaya.

The government of Fiji has taken over most of thalth fair operations started by Suva and Denvéarms,
but a few Rotary clubs still produce annual fairs.
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Thailand has produced some health fair activitshennorthern region.
In the U.S., WHF has active operations in Colorafgpming and Alaska.
Contact Information

Chair: Will Files and Steve Yoshida
E-mail; will@wfiles.us andsteveyoshida@gmail.com
Website: www.worldhealthfairs.org

Rotarians for Hearing Regeneration, a Rotarian Acton Group
Purpose

To promote fellowship, understanding, and acquacgamong Rotarians who share a common interest or
experience in hearing impairment, and encouragearel for cures and prevention.

Membership

In 2008-09, Rotarians for Hearing Regenerationptafan Action Group (RFHR) reported 172 active
members in 31 countries.

Annual Membership Dues: US$10
Lifetime Membership Dues. None
I nternational Service Projects and Activities

RFHR sponsored and managed Woodstick 2008, an ltinuaming event, held this year at the JuanitahHig
School Field House in Seattle. Scientists and stah the Virginia Merrill Bloedel Hearing Resear€enter
participated and the Rotary Club of Clover Parkvted volunteers. Funds were shared with the [geatt
Rotary Music 4Life project.

RFHR organized and led a tour of the Virginia MéBloedel Hearing Research Center for local Ratari
leaders with presentations by scientists.

RFHR patrticipated in a letter writing campaign t8 Benator Patty Murray (WA), a Veteran Affairs
Committee member, and US Senator Tom Harkin (1A)aAnajor disability from the war on terror is now
hearing damage and tinnitus, several high rankifigary officers from the area were involved inpagaling to
Congress for hearing loss research funding.

RFHR exhibited at the annual District 5020 confeseand has presented to over 50 clubs in and tsear i
district. RFHR is in the process of updating itdew, Hope for Hearing Loss, to incorporate new
breakthroughs in research. RFHR will distribut@00, or more copies at the 2010 RI Convention in tviai.

Contact | nformation

Chair: Gene Pankey
E-mail: gwpankey@comcast.net
Website: www.hearingregeneration.org
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Rotarian Action Group for the Alleviation of Hunger and Malnutrition
Purpose

To provide nutritious food to the hungry, by cregtand supporting Rotary projects and programsehlaance
and sustain local food security, and increasersétince in families and communities.

Membership

In 2008-09, Rotarian Action Group for the Alleviati of Hunger and Malnutrition (H&MRAG) reported 85
active members in 14 countries.

Annual Membership Dues: US$20
Lifetime Membership Dues: US$100
I nternational Service Projects and Activities

In 2008-09, H&MRAG initiated its first internatiohgervice project in India, the Rotary Paapa (RoGihild)
project, which focuses on child malnutrition. OWee last year the project has grown to help 60maished
children, ages infant to five months, who have ingx supplemental nutrition. Medical examinatiovese
performed six months after the project launch andirigs showed significant improvement in the clalds
weight, general health and activity. Based on phégyress report, H&MRAG has approved US$1,540 to
sustain this project.

H&MRAG also helped facilitate a Rotary Foundatiomtighing Grant for a village solar oven on a remote
island in the Philippines.

Contact | nformation

Chair: Barbara M. Feder
E-mail: barbfeder@gmail.com
Website: www.alleviatehunger.org

Rotarians Eliminating Malaria, a Rotarian Action Gr oup
Purpose

To unite Rotarians and Rotaractors with other iitials, governments and institutions to controlarialand
enhance the effectiveness of operational and dglivedels.

Membership

In 2008-09, Rotarians Eliminating Malaria, a RaarAction Group (REMaRAG) reported 149 active
members in 22 countries.

Annual Membership Dues: US$20
Lifetime Membership Dues: US$100
I nternational Service Projects and Activities

REMaRAG’s country coordinators have worked to gdtssdies and support from businesses and bringhege
other NGOs.
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Through a Volunteer Service Grant from The Rotasyriedlation, REMaRAG initiated new projects,
consolidated existing projects and increased R@amreness in eastern Africa.

REMaRAG continues to partner with Alliance for Ma@aPrevention to implement malaria control campaig
by distributing mosquito nets throughout entirerdoies, with 10-12 campaigns per year. It is apated that
cooperating campaigns will distribute approximate® million nets by the end of 2010. The Alliance
convenes over 20 partners to fund, coordinatef, stadl follow up on this logistically complex work.

Contact I nformation

Chair: Brian Stoyel
E-mail: brian@stoyel.co.uk
Website: www.remarag.org

Rotarian Action Group for Microcredit
Purpose

To create dynamic partnerships focusing on edutatimtivation, communication and coordination td en
poverty.

Membership

In 2008-09, Rotarian Action Group for MicrocredRAGM) reported 384 active members in 35 countries.
Annual Membership Dues: None

Lifetime Membership Dues. US$100

I nternational Service Projects and Activities

In 2008-09, RAGM focused to increase the depthisobase of operations.

Field Project - Costa Rica

The Rotary Club of San Jose and Rotaractors fronedil participated in a FIDERPAC (Fundacion Intédea
Desarrollo Rural del Pacifico Central, a NGO spkiieg in microcredit projects) event that includeancing
and music provided by the local schoolchildren.tAé borrowers and their children attended, andgraement
was signed with FIDERPAC to establish communityksamvith the understanding that the funds would be
reimbursed upon a successful fundraising evenhéyRotaractors of Calgary, Canada. The Rotary alsin
distributed school supplies to the children. Thergsuccessfully demonstrated to the community that
FIDERPAC and Rotarians are working together to maprtheir standard of living. As a result of thisject, a
Costa Rican club has continued to invest in theaskthneeds and provided new restrooms for thedodmil.
This Costa Rican pilot project was the subjechef2008 Rotaract Outstanding Project of the Yeardvor
North America. This project remains an emphasisRidaGM and original borrowers have received second,
third, and fourth loans.

Field Project — Liberia

Update on the Foundation for Women Liberia (FFWLgidcredit Project: Through multiple Rotary clulps i
Canada and the U.S., RAGM raised $50,000 to dyrectbport the FFWL, operating the first microcredit
program in the country since the end of the ware program has reached more than 400 borrowees/ensof
Liberia’s fifteen counties. The program has thédupport of Liberia President Ellen Johnson-Siflend Vice
President Joseph Boakai.
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Continued Initiatives

Education has expanded on several levels. New FRoir@rpresentations are available on-line. RAGM
produced a “A Booth-in-a-Box” with RAGM materialsrfmembers to educate and promote microcredit. The
same material was put on flash drives to providegBtth-on-a-Stick”.

Building on last year's Microcredit Workshop at ©ndo America in Costa Rica, RAGM conducted a simila
workshop in Belize in January 2009. RAGM also pnése at the 2009 RI Convention in Birmingham.

Contact | nformation

Chair: Steve Bell
E-mail: steveb@steadyimprovement.com
Website: www.rotarianmicrocredit.org

Rotarians for Mine Action: a Rotarian Action Group
Purpose

To promote fellowship and understanding among Ramarinterested in removing landmines and providing
education and survivor assistance.

Rotarians for Mine Action: a Rotarian Action Group requested that its report not be shared.

Contact | nformation

Chair: Sandy Boucher
E-mail: sboucher@rogers.com
Website: www.rfma.org

Rotarian Action Group for Multiple Sclerosis Awareness
Purpose

To promote MS awareness, encourage internatiomblcaal parterships between Rotarians and natidisal
Societies, and contribute to MS research.

Membership

In 2008-09, Rotarian Action Group for Multiple Saeis Awareness (RAGMSA) reported 366 active mesiber
in 23 countries.

Annual Membership Dues: None
Lifetime Membership Dues: $20
I nternational Service Projects and Activities

In 2008-09 RAGMSA'’s main international focus wastgand its international network of Rotarians by
building communication via an e-mail group.

Rotarian Action Groups
2008-09 Annual Report Page 11



RAGMSA presented at the 2009 RI Convention in Bimgiiam, which was attended by over 50 Rotarians. It
also presented at the District 9800 Assembly aondiged information at the District 9800 Conference.

Partnerships between Rotary clubs and MS Societies

The Rotary Club of Philadelphia, USA continues &édnan annual bike ride. Each year the event difeads
to an MS research project or to help a person MiEhmanage their daily life and achieve their dreams
RAGMSA and the Rotary Club of Gisborne, Austrahaifitated its third annual Macedon Ranges BikeeRid

An Australia Rotary club held a MS Global Dinner&ise awareness and funds for research projects in
Australia and MSIF.

The Rotary Club of Pakenham, Australia, in parthigrsvith Australian Rotary Health Research Fund and
Melbourne University, enabled a PhD student ta steir final year of study. The Rotary Club of Wfhg,
Australia is in the process of starting a three y@atnership with the Australian Rotary Health &esh Fund
and a university to fund a PhD student’s studRAGMSA has established a connection with Melbourne
University to identify high potential students foture MS research scholarships. RAGMSA has beeétenh
again to the MS Research Australia Research Parnmmesentation to outline how investment in MS aede is
making a difference.

A 24 hour Megaswim started in 2001, and now thersaare running in three Australian states.

In Australia there is a shortage of facilities young people who require intensive 24/7 care. RAGMSs
established a team to develop a facility concepiiged on customer needs, ongoing facility managemen
patient and family respite, and caregiver suppodt tgaining.

District 9790 has officially recognized MS Awareaes an approved district project.
Contact I nformation

Chair: Martin Taurins
E-mail; taurins3@vegas.com.au
Website: www.rotary-rfmsa.org

Rotarian Action Group for Polio Survivors and Assogates
Purpose

To gather and disseminate information to increlsecontribution to the health of polio survivorslahose
involved with their health care.

Membership

In 2008-09, Rotarian Action Group for Polio Survis@nd Associates (PSA) reported 167 active menibers
12 countries.

Annual Membership Dues: US$100
Lifetime Membership Dues. None
I nternational Service Projects and Activities

PSA supported a wide variety of international pctgen 2008-09. In Kano, Nigeria, PSA purchasedsnc
uniforms for a team of polio survivors. In Indiaailvan and Hong Kong, PSA partnered with local claibhg
districts to perform corrective sugeries. PSAalodirated with partners in Nigeria, Michigan, Newk and
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Connecticut to provide self-propelled wheelchainsgolio survivors in northern Nigeria. PSA alsortpered
with 21 Rotary clubs, six districts, and the PSADoAdvised Fund to provide bicycle wheelchairfigeria.

Contact | nformation

Chair: Ann Lee Hussey
E-mail; annlee001@yahoo.com
Website: www.rotarypoliosurvivors.com

Rotarian Action Group for Population Growth & Sustainable Development
Purpose

To promote and implement humanitarian and commudetyelopment projects that directly address andtere
awareness about population concerns.

Membership

In 2008-09, Rotarian Action Group for Populatioro@th & Sustainable Development (RFPD) reported
18,079 active members in 108 countries.

Annual Membership Dues: US$25

Lifetime Membership Dues: US$100

I nternational Service Projects and Activities

RFPD supported 97 international projects in 2008b@%ow are projects that total $100,000 or more.
Vocational Training, Child Spacing & Micro-Credit i n Slums of Alexandria — Egypt

This project is co-sponsored by the Rotary and fRoteClubs of Alexandria Cosmpolitan, Egypt anddRactt
clubs in Germany with a project amount of $100,0068e Egyptian clubs initiated and are implementime
project while their German Rotaract partners marthie work and provide co-sponsorship and funding.

Improvement of Maternal Health - Prevention and Treatment of Obstretric Fistula - Nigeria

In Kano and Kaduna, Nigeria, 11 districts, 60 Rptdubs, 22 Inner Wheel and one Rotaract club spotings
project. In the first half of 2009, there was(®#®decrease in maternal deaths in the project’pitats.

Equipping Medical & Pediatric Hospitals - Ghana

This $700,000 project partners Rotary clubs in Ac@hana, and Cortland, USA. The project was aupg
by two Volunteer Service Grants during its duratiimm 2007 to 2009.

Project for Dramatic Radio Series - Honduras

This $1,038,114 project serves to educate andaserawareness on issues such as adolescent prggnanc
HIV/AIDS, women’s empowerment and education, povegduction, the environment and infant mortality.
The project is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Tegalpa, Honduras, RFPD’s Central America and
Caribbean sections, and the Bergstrom Foundation.
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Venezuela Schools and Rotarian Hospital of Barquisieto — Venezuela

This project partnered clubs from Venezuela, the. dnd the Venezuelan government. The $711,138qgbro
began in 2008 and should be complete in 2011.

Contact | nformation

Chair: Harald Marschner
E-mail: rifpd@aol.com
Website: www.rifpd.org

Water and Sanitation Rotarian Action Group
Purpose

To provide information, support, and encouragen@iotarians and Rotary clubs and districts to tateve
roles in projects and programs that develop sateneand sanitation as a means of promoting health a
alleviating hunger.

Membership

In 2008-09, Water and Sanitation Rotarian Actioo@r (WASRAG) reported 1,014 active members in 73
countries.

Annual Membership Dues: US$25
Lifetime Membership Dues: US$100
I nternational Service Projects and Activities

WASRAG has not undertaken any international serprogects. Its mandate is to facilitate internatiloservice
projects throughout the Rotary world.

Fundraising and Cooperative Relationships

An opportunity and subsequent disappointment weperienced with the PepsiCo Foundation. A $5 onilli
proposal for UNICEF’s Water Sanitation & Hygiene ABH) projects in the developing world was createat t
would have leveraged funding from other sourcegd¢ate a partnership capable of delivering watewar one
million people. The proposal was accepted at #imeestime the economy fell; while WASRAG has been
assured it is at the top of the list for next y&anas unable to engage in other serious fundrgisiititatives
during this time.

WASRAG partnered with the Millennium Water Allian@d\WA) to prepare a proposal for the U.S. State
Department. Access to funding will require addiibproposals and collaboration with other bodies.
WASRAG may investigate creation of a proposal manant team to pursue such opportunities.

WASRAG has reached an agreement with the found&tWafer for Life for a grant of $1 million over timext
three years. This agreement still needs to bectry WASRAG directors and, when confirmed, viadp
leverage support for water projects in developiogntries. WASRAG is currently in discussions with
additional donors and working to build a proposa presentation capability which illustrates itengetitive
advantage.

WASRAG has received a draft Agreement of Coopematiith UN-HABITAT.
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WASRAG continues to work with the Rl Water ResouBreup to increase effective communications and
seamless response to both internal and externalaatl sanitation related issues.

Contact | nformation

Chair: F. Ronald Denham
E-mail; ron.denham@atkearney.com
Website: www.wasrag.org
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